BOROUGH  OF  BEWDLEY. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


niBDIGflL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR 

t 9 2 3 - 


Bewdley  : 

W.  E.  Tolley,  Printer,  29,  Load  Street. 


Bewdley, 

May  1st,  1924. 

To  tliB  Town  Council  or  bbwuibu. 

Gentlemen, 

My  Report  for  the  year  1923  will  be  an  ordinary 
Report,  as  defined  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Statistics.  Area  of  the  District  (including  water)  2,105 

acres. 


Population  (1923)  estimated  at  2,674. 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921),  663. 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers 
(1921),  660. 

Rateable  Value,  .£9,146  4s.  6d. 


Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  =£27  17s.  7d. 


Extracts  from 
the 

Vital  Statistics 
for  the  year. 


Births 


Deaths 


Total  Male  Female 

) Legitimate  47  20  27  ) Birth  rate 

j Illegitimate  2 1 1 j 18'32  per  1 ,000. 

49  21  28 

28  18  10  Death  rate 

10'47  per  1 ,000. 


No  woman  died  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child- 
birth. 


Of  the  deaths  registered  as  belonging  to  the 
District  there  were : 
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Notifiable 

Diseases 

during  the  year. 


Under  1 year 

3 

Between  1 ,,  and  5 

years 

None 

,,  5 years  ,,  15 

o 

1 

„ 15  „ „ 25 

5 J 

None 

„ 25  „ „ 65 

?? 

12 

Over  65  years 

12 

28 

There  were  only  tl^ree  deaths  of  children  under 
1 year  of  ape.  which  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of 
of  01  per  1,000  children  born. 

Of  these,  one  baby  was  prematurely  born,  and 
only  lived  nine  hours,  another  only  lived  one  day,  so 
that  there  was  only  one  baby  which  died  of  any  definite 
disease,  this  being  a case  of  Enteritis. 

There  was  only  one  other  death  under  25  years 
of  age,  which  shows  that  the  health  of  the  children 
and  young  adults  of  the  district  during  the  year  was 
remarkably  good. 

This,  I think,  can  be  largely  attributed  to  the 
general  mildness  of  the  Mhnter,  there  being  no  deaths 
from  any  form  of  pulmonary  disease. 

Disease.  Total  Cases  Notified,  Total  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Never  Ih  (all  treated  at  home)  None. 

Du(jr[)eral  Never  1 None. 

TUIiKKCULOSIS. 

New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Pulmonary.  Non- Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

.M.  K.  M.  F.  M.  N.  M.  F. 

1 aLUjd  25 

1 „ 5.4  1 aged  4.‘3 

1 „ 2,4  1 „ 44 

^-.  J aged^lO  1 aged  46 


Nursing 
Arrangements. 
Hospitats,  Sc. 


Ambulance 

Facilities. 


Laboratory 

Work. 


Sanitary 
Administration. 


One  non-pnlmonary  case  died  outside  the  distinct 
and  was  not  notified.  With  this  exception,  I believe 
all  cases,  which  are  certain!}"  diagnosed,  are  reported. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

One  case  was  notified,  which  was  treated  at  home, 
and  recovered  with  unimpaired  vision. 

"idiere  was  no  serious  outbreak  of  Infectious 
Disease  during  the  year. 

There  is  a District  Nurse,  employed  by  a local 
Committee,  for  home  nursing,  who  is  subsidised  by  the 
Kidderminster  Guardians  for  attendance  on  Pauper 
patients,  and  by  the  County  Council  for  inspection  of 
School  Children,  Infants,  and  Tuberculous  cases. 

There  are  two  Midwives  practising  privately  in 
the  district,  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 

The  Kidderminster  Borough  Isolation  Hospital 
is  available  for  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Small  Pox. 

The  Kidderminster  Union  Infirmary  is  available 
for  Pauper  patients,  the  Kidderminster  Infirmary  for 
cases  needing  general  Hospital  treatment,  and  the 
County  Sanatoria  for  Tuberculous  patients. 

An  Ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Kidderminster 
Borough  for  the  removal  of  infectious  cases,  and  one 
can  be  obtained  from  Kidderminster  for  the  removal  of 
accidents,  or  other  cases,  requiring  Hospital  treatment. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations 
can  be  made  at  the  County  Laboratory,  and  Diphtheria 
and  Anthrax  Serum  are  provided  by  the  Corporation, 
free  of  charge,  to  necessitous  cases. 

Bye-Laws  and  Local  Regulations,  dated  1886,  are 
in  force  in  the  district  with  respect  to. 
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Public  Health 
Staff. 


1.  Tile  Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pave- 

ments, the  Removal  of  House  Refuse, 
and  the  Cleansing  of  Earth-closets, 
Privies,  x\shpits  and  Cesspools. 

2.  Nuisances. 

3.  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

4.  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

5.  Slaughter  Houses. 

6.  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

The  Council  has  had  under  consideration  the 
question  of  framing  new  Bye-Laws. 

There  are  now  in  the  district  129  INIiddens,  88 
Pail  Closets,  and  351  Water  Closets,  one  Midden  having 
been  converted  into  a Pail  Closet. 

There  is  one  registered,  and  one  licensed 
Slaughter  Blouse  in  the  district.  These  are  regular!}^ 
inspected,  but  are  not  kept  in  a very  satisfactory 
condition. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  when  necessary. 

One  case  arose  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  during  the  year,  when  23  tins  of  preserved  food 
wore  condemned. 

The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  are 
regularly  insjiected,  and  are  in  a fairly  satisfactory 
comlition. 

No  af4ion  has  been  taken,  during  the  year,  in 
respect  of  any  of  these. 

'riieri;  is  a part  time  Mi'dicul  Ollicer  of  Health 
and  a whole  time  Sanitary  Insjxjctor  and  Borough 
Surve,yr)r,  lioth  of  whose  salaries  are  contributcMl  to 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


Housing. 


1.  Unfit 
Dwelling-hcuses. 


2.  Remedy  of 
Defects  without 
Service  of 
Formal  Notices. 


3.  Action  under 
Statutory 
Powers. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  (neither  of  which  are  of  the  Cottage 

'J’ype)  . . , , . . . . 2. 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing 

Acts,  1919  or  19^23  . . . . . , None. 

Inspection.  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ..  ..  ..  103. 

(i2)  Number  of  dw^elling-houses  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations,  1910  . . . . 51. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 

a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  . . . . 5. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  proceeding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . . . . . . . . 28. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  . . . . 3. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Hous- 
ing, Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1919  . . None. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requir- 
ing defects  to  be  remedied  32. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied. 

(a)  by  owners  . . 17. 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  . . None. 
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C.  Proceedings  under  sections  ]7  and  18  of  the 
Plousing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909  . . None. 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  made 
423  visits  of  Inspection. 

92  Preliminary  and  23  Statutory  Notices  have 
been  given. 

A Committee  has  been  appointed  to  consider  the 
question  of  a Municipal  Housing  Scheme. 

A certain  amount  of  minor  repairs  to  cottage 
property  has  been  done  during  the  year,  but,  beyond 
this,  there  is  little  improvement  in  the  housing  con- 
ditions of  the  Borough. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, , 

U.  W.  N.  MILES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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